CHAPTER vm
THE  COLORING, BLEACHING, AND  FILTERING
OF LACQUERS AND VARNISHES
I.  COLORS
THE coloring of spirit varnishes is usually accomplished
by the addition, to the prepared varnish, of a definite
amount of a colored solution. The latter, which, as a
rule, is a solution in alcohol, benzole, etc., must be quite
clear and concentrated. As with many coloring-matters
it is necessary to add a considerable quantity to obtain
the desired depth of color; care is necessary to have the
varnish of thick consistence, or it may be made too thin by
the color solution.
Aniline colors and azo-dyes may be had in all tones and
shades, soluble in alcohol and suitable for the purpose, and
these may be prepared in such a concentrated form that
they do not thin the varnish to an objectionable extent.
Black leather-varnish is colored with aniline black, or with
logwood extract and bichromate of potash. For cheaper
varnish black pitch is used. Gold lacquer for leather is
made with a concentrated solution of diamond-fuchsine
in alcohol, of which enough is added, to a solution of 2
parts of bleached shellac in 3 parts of strong alcohol,
to give it a deep red color. This will form a 61m on the
surface of the leather which, when dry, has a golden color
and lustre. The best quality of lampblack is also used as
a black color for leather varnish. It must be of a fine, pure
black color and readily mix with alcohol and fixed oils.
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